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help clear obstacles for  Gary Aten is executive director of the Michigan

STy . Committee for Employer Support of the Guard and
citizen-soldiers Reserve.

I'm writing in response to the LSJ's Feb. 23 editorial concerning House Bill 4152 and Senate Bil!
192.

I currently serve as executive director for the Michigan Committee for Employer Support of the
Guard and Reserve. ESGR is a Department of Defense-chartered organization with the mission of

uniformed services. However, it provides no protection for National Guard members serving on
state active duty. Michigan Public Act 133 of 1955 provides such protection.

Finally, a violation of USERRA is a civil matter. If it reaches the federal court system, a judge may
order compliance and award lost wages and compensatory damages. A violation of Michigan PA
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Previously, a violator of Michigan law, but not USERRA, could be found guilty of a misdemeanor,
but the service member could still be out of his/her job.

As someone who handles cases on a daily basis when conflicts arise between employers and their
Guard/Reserve employees due to the performance of military service, | can assure you both
USERRA and Michigan PA 133 of 1955 (which is strengthened by House Bill 4152 and Senate Bill
192) are critical tools in protecting the employment and reemployment rights of the men and women
serving in the uniformed services.

The efforts of Michigan legislators who are working to further protect the rights of those serving in
harm’s way, both at home and abroad, are right on target.
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